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Southeast Asia: Dynamism and Geopolitical Hedging

Moderator: Dr Bill Hayton - Editor, Asian Affairs & Associate Fellow, Chatham House

Panel:

Elina Noor (TBC) - Senior Fellow, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
Dr Prashanth Parameswaran - Senior Columnist, The Diplomat
Professor Ann Marie Murphy - Director, Center for Foreign Policy Studies, SHU

Session 2 – Friday 7  November th

Middle East: Syria, Gaza, Iran and the Future of the Region

Moderator: Dr James Ryan - Executive Director, Middle East Research & Information Project

Panel:

Dr Burcu Ozcelik - Senior Research Fellow, Middle East Security, RUSI
Steven A Cook - Eni Enrico Mattei Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations
Dr Lina Khatib - Associate Fellow, Chatham House

East Asia: Taiwan, North Korea and Regional Security

Moderator: Dr Edward Howell - Lecturer, University of Oxford 

Panel:

Shihoko Goto - Senior Fellow, Mansfield Foundation
Dr Sung-Yoon Lee - Principal Fellow, Sejong Institute
Yuki Tatsumi - Senior Fellow & Director, Japan Program, Stimson Center



Session 2 – Friday 7  November 13:15-14:15 GMTth

Southeast Asia: Dynamism and Geopolitical Hedging

Dr Bill Hayton is an Associate Fellow with the Asia-Pacific
Programme at Chatham House and the Editor of the RSAA’s
journal Asian Affairs. He is a former BBC journalist who has
worked across the world spending time as the BBC
correspondent in Vietnam and embedded with the state
broadcaster of Myanmar. Hayton is the author of four books
covering China, Vietnam and the South China Sea, a second
edition of his Vietnam: Rising Dragon was published in 2020. 

Dr Prashanth Parameswaran is a Senior Columnist at The
Diplomat and the Founder of the weekly ASEAN Wonk
newsletter, focused on advancing a global and comprehensive
approach to analysing Southeast Asia and Indo-Pacific foreign
and security policy. A political scientist by training,
Parameswaran’s research and analysis focuses on Southeast
Asian political and security issues, Asian defence affairs, US
foreign policy in the Asia-Pacific and global geopolitics.

Elina Noor is a Senior Fellow with the Asia Program at
Carnegie where she focuses on developments in Southeast
Asia, particularly the impact and implications of technology
in reshaping power dynamics, governance, and nation-
building in the region. She currently serves on the UN
Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Disarmament
Matters. Previously, Noor was Director of Political-Security
Affairs at the Asia Society Policy Institute.

Dr Ann Marie Murphy is a Professor in the School of
Diplomacy and International Relations at Seton Hall
University, where she directs the Center for Foreign Policy
Studies. Her research focuses on Southeast Asian international
politics and her edited volume, Southeast Asia Views the
United States: Perceptions, Policies and Prospects (2025),
examines the region’s bilateral relationships with the United
States from the Southeast Asian perspective. 



Session 2 – Friday 7  November 14:30-15:30 GMTth

Middle East: Syria, Gaza, Iran and the Future of the Region

Dr James Ryan is the Executive Director of the Middle East
Research and Information Project and the Ottoman and
Turkish Studies Association as well as being an Adjunct
Professor of History and International Studies at Rowan
University. He is a historian focusing on the history and
politics of the Ottoman Empire and Türkiye in the 20th and
21st centuries and is currently working on a book project
investigating interwar dissent and opposition in Türkiye.

Steven A Cook is Eni Enrico Mattei Senior Fellow for
Middle East and Africa Studies at the Council on Foreign
Relations. He is an expert on Arab and Turkish politics as
well as US-Middle East policy. Cook is the author of the
recently published book, The End of Ambition: America’s
Past, Present, and Future in the Middle East (Oxford
University Press, 2024). Cook is also a columnist for Foreign
Policy magazine.

Dr Burcu Ozcelik is a Senior Research Fellow for Middle
East Security within the International Security Department at
RUSI. With over 15 years’ experience in geopolitical risk
analysis, security and threat assessments, and strategic advisory
in both the public and private sector, Ozcelik specialises in
the Middle East, North Africa, Türkiye and the Eastern
Mediterranean. Her work received the inaugural Iris Young
& David Held International Prize in Democratic Theory.

Dr Lina Khatib is currently an Associate Fellow, having
previously been Director, of the Middle East and North Africa
Programme at Chatham House and is a visiting scholar with
the Harvard Kennedy School’s Middle East Initiative at the
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs. She was,
previously, Director of the SOAS Middle East Institute and
Professor of Practice at the Department of Politics and
International Studies at SOAS.



Session 2 – Friday 7  November 15:45-16:45 GMTth

East Asia: Taiwan, North Korea and Regional Security

Dr Edward Howell is a Lecturer in International Relations at
the University of Oxford. His research expertise focuses on
the politics and international relations of North Korea, the
Korean Peninsula, and East Asia. He specialises in North
Korea’s domestic and foreign policy, particularly its nuclear
programme, and the relations between North Korea, the US,
and the wider international community. Howell is also an
experienced media analyst and commentator.

Dr Sung-Yoon Lee is a Principal Fellow at the Sejong
Institute and author of The Sister: The Extraordinary Story
of Kim Yo Jong, North Korea’s Most Powerful Woman
(London: MacMillan, 2023). Dr Lee has testified as an expert
witness at the US House of Representatives Committee on
Foreign Affairs and Subcommittee on Asia Hearings on
North Korea policy and has advised senior officials and
elected leaders, including the President of the United States. 

Shihoko Goto is a Senior Fellow at the Mansfield
Foundation and a member of their US-Japan Network for
the Future. She specialises in trade and economic interests
across the Indo-Pacific, and is also focused on geopolitical
developments in Japan, South Korea and Taiwan. Goto is a
columnist for the Diplomat magazine and a contributing
editor at the Globalist. She is also a member of the Global
Taiwan Institute’s US-Taiwan Task Force. 

Yuki Tatsumi is a Senior Fellow, Co-Director of the East Asia
Program and Director of the Japan Program at the Stimson
Center. Previously, Tatsumi worked as a research associate at
CSIS and as a special assistant for political affairs at the
Embassy of Japan in Washington. In 2012, she was awarded a
Letter of Appreciation from the Japanese Ministry of National
Policy for her contribution to advancing mutual understanding
between the US and Japan.


