
Chairman’s Report.
                                 My Lord President, Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to welcome you 
to this year’s AGM. With the agreement of the Honorary Secretaries, I present the combined 
report for the ninth year running. We have received a number of apologies from members 
who are unable to attend the AGM. I will not run through their names now, but they will be 
listed in the minutes of the meeting.
                                 The Accounts for the Society for 2013, which are available to you today 
and include a report from Council covering inter alia, Structure, Governance, Risk 
Management, Objectives, Achievements, and Performance of the Society, were approved by 
Council on 28 May 2014 and my remarks today are intended to expand on that report.
                                 Today marks the departure from Council of Mrs. Juliet Campbell CMG, 
Mr Nick Pitts-Tucker and Mr. John Aldridge and our thanks are due to them for their sage 
advice and John’s computer skills which have proved invaluable in the modernisation of our 
systems etc.

    Members standing for re-election are Ms Sophie Ibbotson, Mr Adrian 
Steger and Mr Charles Humfrey CMG and I recommend them to you.
                                 Sir Robert ffolkes Bt. OBE and Mr. James McNeish are standing for re-
election to Council as returning members, having stood down for the obligatory one year and 
Dr. Gerard Lyons is standing for election as a new Member of Council. He is Chief Economic 
Adviser  to the Mayor of London, Mr Boris Johnson, and is ex-Chief Economist of the 
Standard Chartered Bank. I commend all three for your consideration today as they provide 
an excellent blend of skills and experience that we need on Council to take this Society 
forward.

The Membership
                              Membership stood at 971 at year end, a net loss of 37 for the year but 
subscription income assisted by Gift Aid and a better mix held up well at £65,949. In 
February 2013 we held an inaugural reception for new Members in the Library to welcome 
them to the Society and we intend to make this an annual event.
                               We shall be putting an increased emphasis on a Membership drive in the 
coming months via our new web-site with its simplified joining procedures, ability to pay on-
line, and our managed use of social media.
                                Two meetings were held for Younger Members in March and October, 
both very well attended, at which four speakers gave presentations on a variety of subjects 
linked to Asia.
                               Further, we are in the process of planning four lectures  for younger 
members  in Edinburgh in the coming season with the objective of increasing our 
Membership in Southern Scotland.

Activities of the Society.
                              In addition to the above, the Society continued to pursue its educational 
objectives and to promote interest in Asian Affairs through,
                                                                                     --- a programme of 21 lectures, 5 in-
the-Library talks, 5 Asian Dinner Club functions with guest speaker, and the maintenance of 
the Library and Archives.
                                                                                     --- the one day joint RSAA/SOAS 
presentation to 240 sixth-form students from 20 schools with 5 speakers, including HE Mr. 
Mohammed Quayes, High Commissioner for Bangladesh, who spoke about Bangladesh as 
a State after its complicated and violent start.
                                                                                    --- the Society commenced an 
Outreach Programme to Schools and first contact was made with the local Pimlico Academy 
with some of their Sixth Form 
attending a lecture particularly pertinent to their History syllabus.



                                                                                   --- a joint reception for the recipients of  
the Sir Peter Holmes Memorial Awards and the the JPT Medical Awards was  held, and 
previous winners gave presentations on their projects.

                                                                                  --- the publication of three editions of the 
Journal of Asian Affairs with the number of on-line article down-loads further increasing to 
34,700 from 27,408 in the prior year.

---the Biennial Dinner took place in May 2013 with guest speaker Lord Bilimoria CBE, DL 
who spoke on UK/India relations.

--- in July 2013, a  Tea Party was held for Members and their guests in the House of Lords 
which was particularly well attended.

----in September 2013, 25 Members undertook a tour of  Sulawesi, Java and Bali , and 
combined traditional historical, cultural and artistic themes with a special focus on present 
day Indonesia

Premises
                With the lease on our existing premises due to expire shortly, 16 alternative 
premises were identified, inspected and rejected over the past months as unsuitable, or too 
expensive for the Society.
                 However, a new reversionary lease effective for 5 years from 5th August 2014 on a 
reduced area in our current premises has been signed at a fixed cost of £34,800 per annum.

Library and Archives

                The Library Committee has been giving a great deal of thought to future policies 
for the Library and which areas we should  concentrate on in the future, and further work 
continues on cataloguing etc.

 The archivist has continued to catalogue the Michael Stokes post-card collection and has 
now completed six of the eleven albums and over 3,000 post-cards.  It is estimated the final 
total will be about 7,000 post-cards.  A number of typewritten transcripts of lectures given to 
the Society during World War Two have been scanned and edited into a book, entitled ‘A 
small room in Clarges Street: secret war-time lectures to the Royal Central Asian Society 
1942-1944’.  Printed by Sussex Academic Press, the book will be launched in September 
and is available to members at half price (£25).  Visits have been made to other archives in 
London, including the Royal Asiatic Society, School of Oriental & African Studies and 
Dulwich College.   Reports have been prepared on the Society’s holdings with a view to 
digitizing some of them. Various queries on the Society’s archives have been answered, and 
researchers have been welcomed to the Library. A recent talk by the archivist on the 
Society’s Indian Collection was well received.

Medals and Awards

As mentioned at the last AGM, the Sir Percy Sykes Memorial Medal was awarded to Major 
Geoffrey Langlands CMG OBE, but had not been presented at that time. The medal was 
presented to him in December 2013 in Lahore by the then British High Commissioner to 
Pakistan, Sir Adam Thomson KCMG.



The Sir Peter Holmes Memorial Award (SPHMA)

In the ninth year of this award, in December 2013 the Society granted awards to

 Anna Kellar (a member) to travel to explore four valleys in Western 
Badakshan Province of Tajikistan

 Sebastian Rumsby for travel to research recent changes in water puppet 
performances in Vietnam

The JPT Family Trust Medical Science Award

The 2014 award winners are:

Mr Patrick Bogue to investigate establishing a Chronic Kidney Disease Registry in Gaza, 

Miss Penny Sellers to undertake analysis of Primary Percutaneous Coronary Intervention 
(PCI) in NIMS Hospital, Trivandrum, India

Mr Jon Anderson for travel to the PANJSHIR Valley of Afghanistan with Afghan Mother & 
Child Rescue (AMCR)

Mr Vijay Pattni to volunteer at the Mae Tao Clinic in Mae Sot, Thailand

Mr Louis Norman to investigate the challenges of rural medicine in Nepal

Last year’s JPT and  SPHMA  winners all gave an excellent presentation to the 
Society in February this year. The successful applicants for both Awards in 2014 will 
be invited to make their formal presentations to the Society on 17 February 2015.

Obituaries

We have sadly lost some long-standing members this past year, including Colonel Bromage, 
former military attaché in Amman and Major Peter Chubb, Trucial Oman Scouts, both of 
whom were members for over 50 years. Amongst others are:

Mrs Patricia Youngs, an avid supporter of the Society and with her background in 
education, was always keen to engage with and encourage our younger members.

Dr Richard Lee, who was noted for his work in isolated communities and led medical treks 
to remote villages in Kashmir, Ladakh and India and provided health services to refugees 
from Laos and Cambodia.

Mr Charles Letts, a successful businessman in the Far East who endured wartime 
Japanese captivity and later worked for MI5 in Singapore

The Dowager Lady Egremont, who joined the RSAA in 1959 and who had many 
adventurous journeys in the Middle and Far East and it was said, apart from his nanny, was 
the only female with whom Wilfred Thesiger felt completely at ease!



Mr Richard Burges Watson, who served in the Diplomatic  Service. Amongst other posts 
he served in Nepal & Tokyo in the mid 1970’s under Sir Michael Wilford (one time Chairman 
of RSAA).

Our Patron

The Society has continued to enjoy close contact with our supportive Patron, HRH 
The Duke of York and we hope to have the pleasure of His Royal Highness’s 
presence during our President’s Reception on 10 July.

Finally, I am confident that this Society, which is an educational charity, will continue 
to pursue its objective of promoting interest in all the countries of Asia, particularly to 
the young by conserving its resources and rebuilding its reserves in the face of 
prolonged difficult economic times.


